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Federal Institute for Population Research, Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 4, 65185 Wiesbaden, Germany

Goethe University of Frankfurt, Theodor-W.-Adorno-Platz 6, 60323 Frankfurt, Germany
nils.witte@bib.bund.de · nwitte@uni-frankfurt.de · nilswitte.com

Academic Positions

Federal Institute for Population Research — Senior Researcher (2023/24 on leave) 2020 — Present

Goethe University of Frankfurt — Visiting Professor for Sociology (W3) 2023 — 2024

Federal Institute for Population Research — Researcher 2018 — 2020

Karlsruhe Institute of Technology — Researcher 2015 — 2018

Education

PhD in Sociology – University of Bremen / Bremen International Graduate School of Social Sciences 2015

PhD Fellow – Bremen International Graduate School of Social Sciences 2011 — 2015

Diplom-Sozialwissenschaften – University of Mannheim 2011

Research stays

Institut Nationale d’Études Démographiques (INED), France 2025

University of Utrecht, ERCOMER, Netherlands 2023

European University Institute, Italy 2014

Publications

Articles

Nils Witte (2024). “Visualizing the housing cost burden of migrants and natives across the income distribution”.
In: Socius: Sociological Research for a Dynamic World. 10. [doi]

Nils Witte, Andreas Ette, and Nikola Sander (2023). “How do global crises affect privileged migrants? Return
migration of German emigrants one year into the Covid-19 pandemic”. In: Journal of Ethnic and Migration
Studies. 50 (10), pp.2551–2573. [doi] [author version]

Nils Witte, Nico Stawarz, and Nicolai Netz (2023). “Career start abroad: The implications of graduate
migration for social inequality”. In: Research in Social Stratification and Mobility 83, pp.1-12. [doi]
[podcast]

Nico Stawarz and Nils Witte (2023). “Who blames Brexit for their decision to leave the UK? The departure
of skilled Germans from Britain after the referendum”. In: European Societies 26 (3), pp.668–689. [doi]
[preprint]

Nils Witte, Ines Schaurer, Jette Schröder, Jean P. Décieux, and Andreas Ette (2022). “Enhancing Participation
in Probability-Based Online Panels: Two Incentive Experiments and Their Effects on Response and Panel
Recruitment”. In: Social Science Computer Review 41 (3), pp.768-789. [doi] [preprint]

Nils Witte (2020). “Have Changes in Gender Segregation and Occupational Closure Contributed to Increas-
ing Wage Inequality in Germany, 1992-2012”. In: European Sociological Review 36 (2), pp.236-249.
[sponsored link]
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https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/23780231241298806
https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2023.2245570
https://nilswitte.com/assets/Witte-Ette-Sander-2023-AM.pdf
doi:10.1016/j.rssm.2023.100763
https://open.spotify.com/episode/3IPAXtRQKCF5ZfZeGezhTA
doi:10.1080/14616696.2023.2212746
https://nilswitte.com/assets/Stawarz-Witte-2023-Brexit.pdf
doi:10.1177/08944393211054939
https://osf.io/preprints/socarxiv/7awdq/download
https://academic.oup.com/esr/advance-article/doi/10.1093/esr/jcz055/5607336?guestAccessKey=328b63d0-efaf-4be7-b0cb-530adab48a9b


Nils Witte and Andreas Haupt (2020). “Is occupational licensing more beneficial for women than for men?
The case of Germany, 1993 to 2015”. In: European Sociological Review 36 (3), pp. 429–441. [sponsored
link]

Nils Witte (2018). “Responses to Stigmatization and Boundary Making. Destigmatization Strategies of Turks
in Germany”. In: Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies 44 (9), pp. 1425–1443. [doi] [author version]

Books

Marcel Erlinghagen, Andreas Ette, Norbert F. Schneider, and Nils Witte, eds. (2021). The Global Lives of
German Migrants. Consequences of International Migration Across the Life Course. Cham: Springer.
[OA]

Nils Witte (2018). Negotiating the Boundaries of Belonging. The Intricacies of Naturalisation in Germany.
Wiesbaden: Springer VS. [link]

Data and Documentation

Nils Witte, Jean P. Décieux,..., Norbert F. Schneider (2022). German Emigration and Remigration Panel
Study (GERPS): Documentation of the Third Wave. BiB Data and Technical Reports 2/2022. Wiesbaden:
Bundesinstitut für Bevölkerungsforschung. [OA]

Marcel Erlinghagen and Norbert F. Schneider (2022). German Emigration and Remigration Panel Study
(GERPS) 2018. Cologne: GESIS Data Archive. ZA7583 Data file Version 2.1.0. [doi]

Jean P. Décieux, Nils Witte, ..., Norbert F. Schneider (2021). German Emigration and Remigration Panel Study
(GERPS): Documentation of the Second Wave. BiB Daten- und Methodenberichte 2/2021. Wiesbaden:
Bundesinstitut für Bevölkerungsforschung. [OA]

Andreas Ette, Jean P. Décieux, ..., Nils Witte (2020). German Emigration and Remigration Panel Study
(GERPS): Methodology and Data Manual of the Baseline Survey (Wave 1). BiB Daten- und Methoden-
berichte 1/2020. Wiesbaden: Bundesinstitut für Bevölkerungsforschung. [OA]

Andreas Haupt, Gerd Nollmann, Nils Witte (2018). Index for the degree of occupational closure and occupa-
tional licensure. Gesis datorium. [doi]

Jan Goebel, C. Katharina Spieß, Nils Witte, Susanne Gerstenberg (2007). Die Verknüpfung des SOEP mit
MICROM-Indikatoren. Der MICROM-SOEP Datensatz. Berlin, DIW. [OA]

Book Chapters and Working Papers

Nils Witte and Emanuel Deutschmann (2024). Living abroad reduces mobile Europeans’ likelihood to vote in
European elections: Evidence from German migrants. SocArxiv. [OA] [Blog]

Marcel Erlinghagen, Andreas Ette, Norbert F. Schneider, and Nils Witte (2021). Between Origin and Destina-
tion: German Migrants and the Individual Consequences of Their Global Lives. In M. Erlinghagen, A. Ette,
N.F. Schneider and N. Witte, eds. The Global Lives of German Migrants. Consequences of International
Migration Across the Life Course. Cham: Springer. [OA]

Andreas Ette and Nils Witte (2021). Brain Drain or Brain Circulation? Economic and Non-Economic Factors
Driving the International Migration of German Citizens. In M. Erlinghagen, A. Ette, N.F. Schneider and
N. Witte, eds. The Global Lives of German Migrants. Consequences of International Migration Across the
Life Course. Cham: Springer. [OA]
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https://doi.org/10.1080/1369183X.2017.1398077
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https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-67498-4
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https://www.bib.bund.de/Publikation/2022/pdf/German-Emigration-and-Remigration-Panel-Study-GERPS-Documentation-of-the-Third-Wave.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=1
https://doi.org/10.4232/1.13942
http://www.bib.bund.de/Publikation/2021/pdf/German-Emigration-and-Remigration-Panel-Study-GERPS-Documentation-of-the-Second-Wave.pdf
https://www.bib.bund.de/Publikation/2020/pdf/German-Emigration-and-Remigration-Panel-Study-GERPS-Methodology-and-Data-Manual-of-the-Baseline-Survey-Wave-1.pdf
https://doi.org/10.7802/1589
https://www.diw.de/documents/publikationen/73/78103/diw_datadoc_2007-026.pdf
https://osf.io/preprints/socarxiv/6rxdp
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2024/06/05/mobile-europeans-love-europe-but-participate-less-in-european-parliament-elections/
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-67498-4
https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-67498-4


Nils Witte and Jean Guedes Auditor (2021). Affluent Lives Beyond the Border? Individual Wage Change
Through Migration. In M. Erlinghagen, A. Ette, N.F. Schneider and N. Witte, eds. The Global Lives of
German Migrants. Consequences of International Migration Across the Life Course. Cham: Springer.
[OA]

Nils Witte, Reinhard Pollak, and Andreas Ette (2021). Social Origins of German Emigrants: Maintaining
Social Status Through International Mobility? In M. Erlinghagen, A. Ette, N.F. Schneider and N. Witte, eds.
The Global Lives of German Migrants. Consequences of International Migration Across the Life Course.
Cham: Springer. [OA]

Andreas Haupt and Nils Witte (2016). Occupational Licensing and the Wage Structure in Germany. Working
Papers in Sociology. Karlsruhe Institute of Technology. [OA]

Nils Witte (2015). Can Turks be Germans? Symbolic Boundary Perception of Turkish Residents in Germany.
In: I. Sirkeci, D. Elcin, F. Kartal and G. Seker, eds. Politics and Law in Turkish Migration. London:
Transnational Press. [link]

Nils Witte (2014). Legal and symbolic membership: Symbolic boundaries and naturalisation intentions of
Turkish residents in Germany. EUI/RSCAS Working Paper, 100. Fiesole: European University Institute.
[OA]

Other Publications

Andreas Genoni and Nils Witte (accepted). »This country needs to be more welcoming«. Warum die Schweiz
internationale Fachkräfte verliert. In: terra cognita.

Nils Witte (2025). Zunehmend ungleiche Mietkostenbelastung. Anstieg besonders stark bei Zugewanderten.
In: BiB.Aktuell 01|2025, pp. 4-8. [OA] Media reports [here] [here] [here] [here] [here] [here] and [here]

Nils Witte (2023). Die Neubestimmung der sozialen Frage im Licht globaler Migration: Thomas Faist, Exit.
Warum Menschen aufbrechen. Globale Migration im 21. Jahrhundert. München: C.H. Beck 2022, 400 S.,
gb., 32,00 =C In: Soziologische Revue 46(2), pp. 110-119. [OA] (invited)

Andreas Ette, Andreas Genoni, Nils Witte (2021). Internationale Mobilität und Sozialstruktur. In: Statistisches
Bundesamt, Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin für Sozialforschung, Bundesinstitut für Bevölkerungsforschung,
eds. Datenreport 2021. Ein Sozialbericht für die Bundesrepublik Deutschland. Bonn: Bundeszentrale für
polititische Bildung. [OA]

Die Beauftragte der Bundesregierung für Migration, Flüchtlinge und Integration (ed.) (2021). Integration in
Deutschland. Erster Bericht zum indikatorengestützten Integrationsmonitoring. Berlin. [OA]

Andreas Ette, Jean P. Décieux, ..., Nils Witte (2019). German Emigration and Remigration Panel Study
(GERPS). Neue GERPS-Daten über deutsche Aus- und Rückwandernde. Bevölkerungsforschung Aktuell
6/2019, pp. 3–7. [OA]

Andreas Ette, Jean Guedes Auditor, Nils Witte, ... (2019). Gewinner der Globalisierung. Individuelle Konse-
quenzen von Auslandsaufenthalten und internationaler Mobilität. Policy Brief. Wiesbaden: Bundesinstitut
für Bevölkerungsforschung. [OA]

Public Media

Blog-Article on external voting of mobile Europeans in LSE EUROPP; Interviews about German emigration
with Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung, www.heise.de, WirtschaftsWoche, and Mitteldeutsche Zeitung (print
only); Op-Eds on dual citizenship and loyalty of immigrants in Le Monde and www.migazin.de.
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https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-030-67498-4
https://www.soziologie.kit.edu/downloads/WP_Haupt_Witte_Licensing_2016.pdf
https://www.academia.edu/14358780/Chapter_8_Can_Turks_be_Germans_Symbolic_Boundary_Perception_of_Turkish_Residents_in_Germany
http://hdl.handle.net/1814/33073
https://www.bib.bund.de/Publikation/2025/pdf/BiB-Aktuell-1-2025.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=3
https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/wirtschaft/mieten-preise-immobilien-bezahlbarer-wohnraum-100.html
https://www.spiegel.de/wirtschaft/immobilien-krise-aermere-haushalte-bezahlen-fast-die-haelfte-ihres-einkommens-fuer-miete-a-c1b715fa-1d69-4e3d-a4ea-627b0a77253f
https://www.handelsblatt.com/politik/deutschland/wohnen-bei-mietkostenbelastung-geht-schere-weiter-auseinander/100110283.html
https://www.hessenschau.de/gesellschaft/mietkosten-belasten-aermere-haushalte-in-hessen-deutlich-staerker-v1,kurz-mietkostenbelastung-100.html
https://www.ksta.de/wirtschaft/teure-mieten-aermere-und-zugewanderte-besonders-betroffen-973724
https://www.t-online.de/finanzen/boerse/ticker/bei-mietkostenbelastung-geht-schere-weiter-auseinander/0DB4B600DC4EE608/
https://www.deutschlandfunk.de/menschen-mit-geringen-einkommen-von-mietsteigerungen-besonders-betroffen-100.html
https://doi.org/10.1515/srsr-2023-2037
https://www.bib.bund.de/Publikation/2021/pdf/Datenreport-2021-Ein-Sozialbericht-fuer-die-Bundesrepublik-Deutschland-Kapitel-8.pdf
https://www.bib.bund.de/DE/Aktuelles/2021/2021-03-31-Bericht-zum-Integrationsmonitoring-des-Bundes.html
https://www.bib.bund.de/Publikation/2020/pdf/German-Emigration-and-Remigration-Panel-Study-GERPS-Methodology-and-Data-Manual-of-the-Baseline-Survey-Wave-1.pdf
https://www.bib.bund.de/Publikation/2019/pdf/Policy-Brief-Gewinner-der-Globalisierung.pdf
https://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/2024/06/05/mobile-europeans-love-europe-but-participate-less-in-european-parliament-elections/
https://www.faz.net/aktuell/gesellschaft/menschen/deutsche-auswanderer-die-schweiz-ist-das-beliebteste-ziel-18038247.html
https://www.heise.de/newsticker/meldung/Auswanderer-Die-Besten-verlassen-Deutschland-4680750.html
https://www.wiwo.de/politik/deutschland/fachkraeftemangel-warum-hochqualifizierte-deutschland-den-ruecken-kehren/27545944.html
http://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2016/08/23/la-double-nationalite-est-un-outil-crucial-pour-favoriser-l-integration-des-immigrants_4986712_3232.html
http://www.migazin.de/2016/08/11/erdogan-doppelpass-ueber-loyalitaet-deutsch/


Teaching

Teaching Certificate (21 ECVET) — Goethe University of Frankfurt 2021-2024

Research Seminar (MA) — Goethe University of Frankfurt 2023/24

Migration and Housing (BA) — Goethe University of Frankfurt 2023/24

Research Colloquium (BA/MA) — Goethe University of Frankfurt 2023, 2023/24

Economic Inequality by Ethnicity (MA) — Goethe University of Frankfurt 2023

Introduction to Sociology of Labor Markets (BA) — Goethe University of Frankfurt 2023

Migration and the Labor Market in Europe (BA) — Goethe University of Frankfurt 2022, 2023/24

Labor Market Integration of Migrants (BA) — Goethe University of Frankfurt 2021

Sociology of Labor Markets (MA/PhD) — University of Mannheim 2016

Introduction to Sociology - Tutorial (BA) — University of Bremen 2012/13

Memberships

Institute for Empirical-Analytical Research (InFER), Goethe-University Frankfurt

German Sociological Association (Section Migration and Ethnic Minorities, Section Social Inequality and
Socio-structural analysis)

ISA-RC28 Research Committee on Social Stratification and Social Mobility

IMISCOE (SC Immigration, Immigrants and Labour Markets in Europe)

European Association for Population Studies (EAPS)

Activities

Community service

Moderator, SocArXiv 09/2024—present

Elected board member and co-speaker, Section Migration and Ethnic Minorities (DGS) 11/2023—present

Elected ombudsperson, Federal Institute of Population Research 12/2022—present

Reviewer journals

Acta Sociologica, Digital Health, European Sociological Review, European Societies, Frontiers in Sociology,
Ethnicities, Field Methods, Higher Education, International Migration, Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies,
Journal of Labour Market Research, Kölner Zeitschrift für Soziologie und Sozialpsychologie, Open Research
Europe, Population Space and Place, Research in Social Stratification and Mobility, Social Forces

Reviewer others

Palgrave Macmillan, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada (SSHRC), 2024 and 2025
IMISCOE Annual Conferences

Conferences and sessions organized

Section Migration and Ethnic Minorities spring meeting, online, 2024 (with C. Peek-Ho and J. Becker)

Migration and mobility across the life course, 50 Years BiB, Wiesbaden, 2023 (with E. Kraus)

Colloquium of Research Unit Migration and Mobility, BiB, 2020-2023 (with A. Genoni and T. Kolowa)
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https://www.goethe-university-frankfurt.de/131467666/certificate_program


Dynamics and consequences of transnational migration, DGS Biennial Conference, Online, 2020 (with E.
Deutschmann and J.P. Décieux)

Processes of emigration and remigration, DGS Biennial Conference, University of Göttingen, 2018 (with J.P.
Décieux)

Belonging and symbolic boundaries in the perception of immigrants, DGS Biennial Conference, University of
Göttingen, 2018 (with S. Trittler and E. Piwoni)

Grants & Awards

Federal Institute for Population Research Best Team Award 2019 for GERPS, Germany, 2020

German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) Conference Participation and Travel Grant, ISA-RC28, Columbia
University, USA, 2017

‘Landtagsstipendium Israel 2016’ awarded by the Ministry of Science, Research, and Arts Baden-Württemberg,
Ruppin Academic Center, Tel Aviv, Israel, 2016

DAAD grant for research stay, European University Institute, Italy, 2014

American Political Science Association Annual Meeting Travel Grant, Washington DC, USA, 2014

BIGSSS Doctoral Fellowship including research and travel expenses, Germany, 2011-2014

Selected Presentations (*invited)

*Workshop, University of Utrecht/Remote 2025

*Research Colloquium, Institut Nationale d’Études Démographiques, Paris 2025

IMISCOE Conference, University Institute of Lisbon 2024

*Workshop, University of Utrecht/Remote 2024

*Research Colloquium, Federal Agency for Migration and Refugees-Research Unit, Remote 2023

Academy of Sociology Conference, University of Bern 2023

ECSR Conference, University of Amsterdam 2022

EPC Conference, University of Groningen/Remote 2022

*DAAD Lecture Series, Remote 2022

IMISCOE Conference, University of Luxembourg/Remote 2021

NCCR Graduate Conference, University of Neuchatel/Remote 2021

German Sociological Association, Section Soc. Ineq. and Socio-Structural Analysis, HU Berlin/Remote 2021

ISA RC28 Spring Meeting, University of Turku/Remote 2021

German Sociological Association, Section Migration and Ethnic Minorities, Univ. of Göttingen/Remote 2021

German Sociological Association Conference, TU Berlin/Remote 2020

IMISCOE Conference, University of Luxembourg/Remote 2020

Panel Study Working Group, University of Mannheim 2020

NCCR Graduate Conference, University of Neuchatel 2019

German Demographic Association Conference, University of Bamberg 2019
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German Sociological Association Conference‚ University of Göttingen 2018

Academy of Sociology Conference, C.F.-von-Siemens-Foundation, Munich 2018
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